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(57) ABSTRACT

An ice cream product making machine includes a main body,
housing a refrigerating unit, and a secondary body, removably
associated with the main body, including a mixing and cool-
ing unit having a vertical axis interacting with the refrigerat-
ing unit, a lid allowing access to an interior and inside, a
stirrer. The secondary body includes a hollow space sur-
rounding the mixing and cooling unit and integral with it,
containing a coolant to cool the mixing and cooling unit when
the secondary body is associated with the main body, during
machine operation, and to keep the mixing and cooling unit
cool when the secondary body is separated from the main
body.

15 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
HOME AND PROFESSIONAL ICE CREAM
PRODUCT MAKING MACHINE

This application claims priority to Italian Patent Applica-
tion BO2010A000466 filed Jul. 22, 2010, the entirety of
which is incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a machine for making ice cream
products for home and also professional use.

More specifically, this invention relates to a machine for
making I[talian-style ice cream (“gelato™) and the like, espe-
cially for home use and consumption.

As is known, several machines of'this kind are available on
the market. These machines comprise a substantially box-
shaped body housing a bowl which is equipped with a stirrer
and which acts as a mixing and cooling chamber.

In gelato machines, the mixing and cooling chamber serves
the function of mixing, chilling and blending a plurality of
ingredients to make a creamy ice cream, a sorbet, or the like.

The ingredients can be placed directly into the mixing and
cooling chamber by simply removing the chamber cover or
through an opening located at the top of the box-shaped body
and in fluid communication with the chamber.

When the ice cream is ready, the bowl can be taken out of
the box-shaped body and the ice cream served directly into
cups or cones.

To make ice cream, it is essential to chill the mixing and
cooling chamber so as to keep the ingredients at a low tem-
perature while they are mixing and solidifying.

Simpler, low-priced machines comprise a container hous-
ing the bowl in which the ingredients are mixed.

The container has a hollow space containing a coolant
which accumulates cold beforehand and gives off the cold to
the ingredients while they are being mixed. In effect, prior to
use, the bowl must be placed in a freezer or freezer compart-
ment for several hours, usually not less than 24 hours, to allow
the coolant to accumulate cold. The container can be used to
make ice cream only after this has been done, since only then
is the cold build-up sufficient to chill and keep the mixture in
the mixer and cooler at a low temperature.

By the time the ingredients have been worked and the ice
cream is ready, the coolant has lost its cooling power and is no
longer able to keep the container at a low temperature: the ice
cream must therefore be eaten immediately, before it melts, or
transferred to other containers and placed in the refrigerator
or freezer.

Also available on the market are higher-priced, and more
sophisticated machines for making ice cream in the home.
These machines are equipped with self-contained cooling
systems which can continuously produce the cold needed to
make the ice cream. A refrigerating circuit is built into the
box-shaped body to keep the mixing and cooling bowl at a
constantly low temperature.

The bowl] can then be removed from the machine to allow
the ice cream to be served.

In this case, too, once ready, the ice-cream must be eaten
within a few minutes because the refrigerating system works
only when the ice cream is being made, with the stirring
blades in operation, and switches off when stirring is stopped.
In more advanced machines, the refrigerating system contin-
ues to work even when the blades are stopped so as to keep the
ice cream at the right temperature and consistency, ready for
eating. Once the bowl is removed, however, the ice cream
keeps the right consistency only for a short time and must be
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put back into the machine promptly since the refrigerating
system is built into the machine.

Thus, with machines currently available on the market, the
ice cream, must be eaten immediately or transferred into
suitable containers and frozen.

The mixing and cooling bow] cannot be left on the table or
separate from a source of cold long enough to enjoy one
helping of'ice cream and, if desired, a second helping, without
the risk of the ice cream melting between one serving and the
next.

With obvious inconvenience, the container must therefore
be placed in the refrigerator after each serving and taken out
again if a second helping is desired.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In this context, the aim of this invention is to overcome the
above mentioned disadvantage.

More specifically, this invention has for an aim to provide
a home and professional ice cream product making machine
which allows the mixing and cooling unit to be kept separate
from the machine and, more generally, from a source of cold
for an extended length of time without allowing the ice cream
to melt, so that ice cream can be served directly from the
mixing and cooling unit at two or more different times with-
out having to put it back into the refrigerator each time.

Accordingly, this invention achieves this aim with a home
and professional ice cream product making machine compris-
ing the features described in one or more of the appended
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The technical features of the invention, with reference to
the above aims, are clearly described in the claims below and
its advantages are more apparent from the detailed descrip-
tion which follows, with reference to the accompanying
drawings which illustrate a preferred, non-limiting example
embodiment of the invention and in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a home and professional ice
cream product making machine in accordance with this
invention;

FIG. 2 is a preferred function diagram of a part of the
machine of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 3 is a cross section of a detail of the machine of FIG.
1.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

With reference to the accompanying drawings, the numeral
1 denotes in its entirety a home and professional ice cream
product making machine made according to this invention.

With reference to FIG. 1 in particular, the machine 1 com-
prises a main body 2 and a secondary body 3, removably
associated with the main body 2.

The main body 2 houses a refrigerating unit 4, while the
secondary body 3 comprises a mixing and cooling unit 5, with
a vertical axis X, interacting with the refrigerating unit 4.

The mixing and cooling unit 5 has, at one end of it 5a, a lid
6 which opens and closes access to the inside of the mixing
and cooling unit 5 itself.

A stirrer 7 is rotatable inside the mixing and cooling unit 5,
driven by a motor 8 mounted inside the lid 6 or in the main
body 2, as illustrated in FIG. 1.
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The refrigerating unit 4 is a customary unit consisting of a
sealed compressor, a condenser, a fan and an evaporator,
capable of supplying the required cooling power in a very
short space of time.

The secondary body 3 comprises a hollow space 9, sur-
rounding the mixing and cooling unit 5 and built into it,
containing a coolant serving to cool the mixing and cooling
unit 5 when the secondary body 3 is connected to the main
body 2, during normal machine operation, and to keep the
mixing and cooling unit 5 cool when the secondary body 3 is
separated from the main body 2.

The hollow space 9 may be in the shape, for example, of a
coil wound around the mixing and cooling unit 5 or it may be
a single chamber surrounding the mixing and cooling unit 5.

The secondary body 3 is removably connected to the main
body 2 advantageously by a fluid and a mechanical connec-
tion.

More specifically, both connections are made using suit-
able quick coupling means.

To facilitate handling of the secondary body 3 and thus of
the mixing and cooling unit 5, the secondary body 3 com-
prises a grip element 14, such as a handle, for example.

The coolant is cooled by the refrigerating unit 4 of the main
body 2.

In a first embodiment, not illustrated, the hollow space 9
surrounding the mixing and cooling unit 5 is in direct fluid
communication with the refrigerating unit 4. In this case, the
hollow space 9 is the evaporator of the refrigerating unit 4
itself and the coolant which circulates in the hollow space 9 is
the same as the one which circulates in the refrigerating unit
4.

After mixing and cooling the ice cream, the entire second-
ary body 3 is disconnected from the main body 1, not only
separating it mechanically but also interrupting the fluid com-
munication between the hollow space 9 and the rest of the
refrigerating unit 4.

The coolant trapped in the hollow space remains cool and
keeps the mixing and cooling unit at a low temperature even
after the latter has been separated from the main body 2 and
from the refrigerating unit 4.

A preferred configuration, illustrated schematically in FIG.
2, comprises a cooling circuit 10 separate from the refriger-
ating unit 4 but nevertheless cooled by the latter.

Inthis case, a first coolant flows inside the refrigerating unit
4 and a second coolant flows inside the cooling circuit 10.

The cooling circuit 10 is housed at least partially inside the
secondary body 3 and comprises the hollow space 9 which
surrounds the mixing and cooling unit 5.

More specifically, the cooling circuit 10, which comprises
a pump 11 to make a coolant flow in the circuit itself, is also
partially housed in the main body 2; in effect, it passes
through the evaporator 12 of the refrigerating unit 4 where the
second coolant is cooled.

In this case, too, when the ice cream is ready, the secondary
body 3 is separated from the main body 2, thus interrupting
the fluid communication in the cooling circuit 10, accom-
plished by suitable quick coupling means, an example of
which is described below.

The aforesaid quick coupling means comprise at least two
quick coupling valves 113 designed to isolate fluid dynami-
cally the two parts of the refrigerating unit 4 or of the cooling
circuit 10, thus preventing the coolant in the pipes from escap-
ing or leaking. In other words, when the secondary body 3 is
engaged to or disengaged from the main body 2, the quick
coupling means must isolate the coolant inside the hollow
space 9, which remains integral with the secondary body 3,
and inside the part of the unit or circuit that remains integral
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with the main body 2, thus preventing coolant loss during
engagement or disengagement.

The valves 13 are located at respective points of contact
between the main body 2 and the secondary body 3.

FIG. 3 shows an example of a quick coupling valve 113
used in the machine 1 according to the invention.

The valve 13 has a main connecting body 15 and a comple-
mentary connecting body 16 designed to interpenetrate each
other.

More specifically, the main connecting body 15 presents a
hollow, cylindrical element 17 connected at a first end of it
17a to a part of the refrigerating unit 4 or of the cooling circuit
10, and at a second end of it 175 to a head 18 which seals the
internal duct 19. Near the head 18, the cylindrical element 17
presents at least one radial hole 20, preferably two holes
located diametrically opposite each other, which places the
internal duct 19 in fluid communication with the cylindrical
element 17.

The head 18 has on the outside of it a ring seal 221 which
surrounds it and which is designed to sealingly press against
a cylindrical slider 222 located outside the cylindrical ele-
ment 17 and slidable along its longitudinal axis Z.

The travel of the slider 22 is limited on one side by a helical
spring 223 placed around the cylindrical element 17, between
the first end 17a of the cylindrical element 17 and the self-
same slider 22. In the rest position, the spring 23 keeps the
slider 22 near the second end 175 of the hollow cylindrical
element 17, in such a way that it is positioned over the radial
holes 20 and thus closes the internal duct 19.

Around the hollow cylindrical element 17 and the slider 22
there is a sleeve member 24, which is screwed to the cylin-
drical element 17.

The sleeve member 24 has, near an end of it 24a corre-
sponding to the second end 175 of the cylindrical element 17,
an internal shim 24¢ abutting against an annular flange 224a of
the slider 22. This limits the outward travel of the slider 22
which, when the sleeve member 24 is screwed to the cylin-
drical element 17, cannot slide off the latter.

The complementary connecting body 16 in turn has an
internally hollow cylindrical element 125 matching the cylin-
drical element 17 of the main connecting body 15. More
specifically, near a first end of it 254, the outside dimensions
of'the complementary cylindrical element 25 are such that the
element can be inserted into the sleeve member 24 and its
inside dimensions such as to receive the cylindrical element
17 in its internal duct 226.

The internal duct 226 of the complementary cylindrical
element 25 is a through duct and extends along the entire
longitudinal axis Y.

At a second end of it 255, the complementary cylindrical
element 25 is in fluid connection with the hollow space 9,
whereas at the first end of it 254, it is connected to the main
connecting body 15.

At the first end of it 25a, the complementary cylindrical
element 25 has a slider 27 that runs inside the duct 26 along
the longitudinal axis Y.

On one side, the travel of the slider 27 is limited by an
opposing helical spring 228 located inside the duct 26 and
placed between the slider 27 and the second end 255 of the
complementary cylindrical element 25.

An internal nut 29 screwed to the second end 255 of the
complementary cylindrical element 25 allows the tension of
the spring 28 to be varied depending on how far it is screwed
into the duct 26.

The complementary cylindrical element 25 has, near a first
end of it 25a, an internal annular shim 30 abutting against an
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annular flange 31 of the slider 27. This limits the travel of the
slider 27 towards the outside of the duct 26.

Around the slider 27 there is an annular seal 332 which
sealingly presses against the inside wall of the duct 26.

When the spring 28 is in the rest position, the slider 27 is at
the second end of the complementary cylindrical element 25
to seal the internal duct 226.

Another two annular seals 333 are provided between the
sleeve member 24 and the outside of the cylindrical element
17 and around the complementary cylindrical element 25 to
create a tight closure against the sleeve member 24 during
connection.

The diameter d of the head 18 of the cylindrical element 17
is equal to the diameter d' of the section facing the outside of
the slider 27, in the same way as the outside diameter D' of the
complementary cylindrical element 25 at the firstend of it 254
is equal to the outside diameter D of the slider 22, measured
at the section facing outwards. Thus, there is mutual interac-
tion and thrust between the corresponding coupled compo-
nents.

Inuse, when the secondary body 3 is connected to the main
body 2, the main connecting body 15 is coupled to the
complementary connecting body 16.

The connection is accomplished by a double male-female
coupling. In other words, both the main connecting body 15
and the complementary connecting body 16 act as male ele-
ment and female element. The complementary connecting
element 16, and more specifically, the first end 25a of the
cylindrical connecting element 225, is inserted into the sleeve
member 24 and comes into abutment against the slider 22 it
interacts with.

The outside surface of the first end 25a of the cylindrical
connecting element 225 comes into abutment against the
outside surface of the slider 22 and pushes it towards the
inside of the sleeve member 24 towards the firstend 17a of the
cylindrical element 17. The slider 22 opposes the force of the
spring 23 and thus leaves the radial holes 20 uncovered. At the
same time, the head 18 of the cylindrical element 17 comes
into abutment against the slider 27 and pushes it towards the
second end 256 of the complementary cylindrical element 25.
That way, the cylindrical element 17 slides inside the comple-
mentary cylindrical element 25. The internal duct 19 of the
cylindrical element 17 thus comes into fluid communication
with the internal duct 226 of the complementary cylindrical
element 25. No fluid is allowed to escape, since the radial
holes 20 are not uncovered until the head 18 of the cylindrical
element 17 is all the way inside the duct 26 of the comple-
mentary cylindrical element 25.

The external sleeve member 24 and the external seals 33
guarantee the fluid tight seal of the valve 13 during connec-
tion of the two parts, in the same way as the seals 21 and 32
guarantee the fluid tightness of the individual parts when they
are not connected to each other.

A further configuration, not illustrated, comprises a mixing
and cooling unit whose hollow space, full of coolant, is iso-
lated, that is to say, is not in fluid communication with the
refrigerating unit 4 or with the cooling circuit 10.

The refrigerating unit 4 in any case produces the cooling
power that chills the coolant inside the mixing and cooling
unit 5.

When the ice cream is ready, the mixing and cooling unit is
separated from the refrigerating unit and the hollow space,
full of coolant which has been suitably chilled by the refrig-
erating unit 4 while the ice cream was being made, remains
sufficiently cold to keep the mixing and cooling unit and the
ice cream inside it cool for long enough to allow the user to
enjoy the ice cream at leisure and without hurry.
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The invention achieves the preset aims.

In effect, the hollow space, full of coolant, built into the
mixing and cooling unit provides a constant source of cold for
an extended length of time, even when the mixing and cooling
unit is separated from the refrigerating unit.

The connection to the refrigerating unit or to the cooling
circuit guarantees improved chilling of the coolant.

The quick coupling valves guarantee an effective fluid-
tight seal of the refrigerating unit, also preventing minor leaks
that might occur when the two parts are connected and dis-
connected to and from each other and which would, in the
long run, cause the unit to be completely emptied of coolant
or lead to the malfunctioning of the machine as a whole.

What is claimed is:

1. A home and professional ice cream product making
machine comprising:

a main body, housing a refrigerating unit, and

a secondary body, removably attached to the main body,
comprising a mixing and cooling unit for freezing the ice
cream product and having a vertical axis (X), the mixing
and cooling unit interacting with the refrigerating unit;

a lid for allowing access to an inside of the mixing and
cooling unit positioned at one end of the mixing and
cooling unit;

a stirrer at least partially positioned inside the mixing and
cooling unit;

the main body including a motor for connecting to and
rotationally driving the stirrer;

wherein the secondary body comprises a hollow space,
surrounding the mixing and cooling unit and combined
with the mixing and cooling unit, containing a coolant
cooled by the refrigerating unit to cool the mixing and
cooling unit when the secondary body is attached to the
main body, during machine operation, and the hollow
space and coolant in the hollow space remaining com-
bined with the mixing and cooling unit to keep the mix-
ing and cooling unit cool when the secondary body is
separated from the main body; the coolant in the hollow
space being isolated from cooling by the refrigerating
unit when the secondary body is mechanically and spa-
tially separated from the main body to interrupt a fluid
communication between the coolant in the hollow space
and the coolant cooled by the refrigerating unit;

wherein the secondary body is separated from the motor
for driving the stirrer when the secondary body is sepa-
rated from the main body;

a quick coupling mechanism for establishing the fluid com-
munication between the coolant in the hollow space and
the coolant cooled by the refrigerating unit when the
secondary body is attached to the main body, the quick
coupling mechanism including a main body engageable
portion connected to the main body and a secondary
body engageable portion connected to the secondary
body, the main body engageable portion and secondary
body engageable portion for engaging one another to
establish the fluid communication, the main body
engageable portion engaging the secondary body
engageable portion to establish the fluid communication
as the secondary body is moved into an attachment posi-
tion on the main body where the stirrer, connected to the
motor, can be positioned inside the mixing and cooling
unit;

wherein the quick coupling mechanism includes first and
second main body engageable portions connected to the
main body and first and second secondary body engage-
able portions connected to the secondary body, the first
and second main body engageable portions engageable
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with the first and second secondary body engageable
portions respectively to establish the fluid communica-
tion, the first main body engageable portion and the first
secondary body engageable portion establishing a male-
female coupling, the second main body engageable por-
tion and the second secondary body engageable portion
establishing a male-female coupling;

wherein the hollow space is a hollow cooling coil wound

around the mixing and cooling unit, the cooling coil
having a first end and a second end, the first secondary
body engageable portion being connected to the firstend
and the second secondary body engageable portion
being connected to the second end;

wherein the first and second secondary body engageable

portions are firmly attached to the secondary body such
that movement of the secondary body into the attach-
ment position engages the first and second secondary
body engageable portions with the first and second main
body engageable portions to establish the fluid commu-
nication and movement of the secondary body out of the
attachment position disengages the first and second sec-
ondary body engageable portions from the first and sec-
ond main body engageable portions to interrupt the fluid
communication.

2. The home and professional ice cream product making
machine according to claim 1, wherein the coolant flows
inside the hollow cooling coil and is cooled by the refriger-
ating unit.

3. The home and professional ice cream product making
machine according to claim 1, wherein the secondary body is
removably connected to the main body by at least one chosen
from a fluid connection and a mechanical connection.

4. The home and professional ice cream product making
machine according to claim 1, wherein the hollow cooling
coil surrounding the mixing and cooling unit is in fluid com-
munication with the refrigerating unit.

5. The home and professional ice cream product making
machine according to claim 1, wherein the hollow cooling
coil surrounding the mixing and cooling unit is in fluid com-
munication with a cooling circuit which is cooled by the
refrigerating unit.

6. The home and professional ice cream product making
machine according to claim 5, wherein the cooling circuit
interacts with an evaporator of the refrigerating unit for cool-
ing the coolant circulating in the hollow cooling coil.
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7. The home and professional ice cream product making
machine according to claim 5, wherein the cooling circuit
comprises a pump for promoting coolant circulation in the
hollow cooling coil.

8. The home and professional ice cream product making
machine according to claim 1, wherein the secondary body
comprises a grip element associated with the mixing and
cooling unit.

9. The home and professional ice cream product making
machine according to claim 1, wherein the stirrer is part of the
main body.

10. The home and professional ice cream product making
machine according to claim 9, wherein the lid is part of the
secondary body.

11. The home and professional ice cream product making
machine according to claim 1, wherein the stirrer is part of the
secondary body.

12. The home and professional ice cream product making
machine according to claim 11, wherein the lid is part of the
secondary body.

13. The home and professional ice cream product making
machine according to claim 1, wherein the main body
engageable portion positions the secondary body with respect
to the main body as the secondary body is moved into position
on the main body.

14. The home and professional ice cream product making
machine according to claim 13, wherein the first main body
engageable portion and the first secondary body engageable
portion together are portions of a first valve and the second
main body engageable portion and the second secondary
body engageable portion together are portions of a second
valve, the first and second valves establishing and interrupt-
ing the fluid communication between the coolant in the hol-
low cooling coil and the coolant cooled by the refrigerating
unit.

15. The home and professional ice cream product making
machine according to claim 1, wherein the first main body
engageable portion and the first secondary body engageable
portion together are portions of a first valve and the second
main body engageable portion and the second secondary
body engageable portion together are portions of a second
valve, the first and second valves establishing and interrupt-
ing the fluid communication between the coolant in the hol-
low cooling coil and the coolant cooled by the refrigerating
unit.
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